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Canada Needs You!

 Mike Ford

from the album “Canada Needs You - vol. 1” 
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Vocabulary





abundance - 


barley	-	


drought -  


landlord - 


pauper - 


peasant - 


refrain - 


rutabagas - 





Do You Know It?








From what countries did the settlers originate?





How many free acres were given to the immigrants?


Name three things the immigrants were told they could find in Canada:





How will the new Canadians make their living in Canada?








To what century do you think that the writer is referring?





If you had heard this song in your homeland and then arrived in Canada, how would you respond to the offers you had heard about in the song?








What do we call the Great Northwest today?





Who was Lord Sifton and why was he instrumental for the populating of the Canadian Prairies?








Why did the government of Canada feel that it was necessary to encourage people to settle the Prairies?











Do You Get It?





Activities and Extensions!





67





Do you feel that new immigrants to the Prairies had an accurate picture of what they would be facing in Canada?  Should the government have given them the impression that they were coming to a paradise?


How do you think the First Nations people and the Metis felt about the newcomers?  Look at line 2 of the song.


What do you think draws people to Canada today?


If you were coming to the Prairies at this time, what would you bring if you could only bring a very small suitcase?  Why would those things be the ones that you would choose?


As a new immigrant, what would you be concerned about in the new country?  What would you be sorry to leave behind?
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  Teacher’s Guide





ANSWER KEY





 “Did You Catch It” 





A variety of answers could be accepted.


The Great Northwest would include Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.


The writer is referring to the years of 1896 to 1914.


Lord Sifton pursued a course of imperialism and assimilation in settling the west. He aggressively promoted the settling of the Prairie Provinces, especially to those people of Scottish heritage. As well he campaigned to have the “less desirable” people come from central-eastern Europe.


The government of Canada encouraged people to come to the Prairies because there was concern that the American wished to annex that land.





Definitions


Pauper – a completely destitute person


Refrain – a phrase or line in poetry or song repeated at regular intervals


Rutabaga – a turnip having a large yellowish root used as food for humans and livestock





  “Did You Get It”





People came from England, Norway, Holland, Ukraine, Germany, and Greece


160 acres


Abundance of everything, you will be a king, it’s never cold, streets are paved with gold, huge vegetables can be grown, to name a few


They will make their living farming.








ADDITIONAL RESOURCES





Pioneer Quest: Distributor: Credo Releasing, 120 Sherbrook St., Winnipeg, MB R3C 284


Email address: cri@credocorp.com











BACKGROUND INFORMATION 





The Canadian government encouraged immigration to the Prairie Provinces at the beginning of the 20th  Century. Lord Sifton, Minister of the Interior, sent millions of leaflets, posters and brochures to the U.K., Europe and the U.S. promising 160 acres of free land. This was called the ‘Open Door Policy’, although originally there was a bias towards accepting English-speakers. The invitation was expanded to include many eastern and some southern Europeans.








Create realistic postcards of what your life was really like once you settled on the Canadian prairies.  (Wish you where here?)


After watching parts of  “Pioneer Quest”, write how the pioneers meet their basic needs.


Write a journal entry describing your journey to Canada and what you found once you arrived.


Create a poster encouraging people to come to Canada.


Find out what countries people came from at the time and graph this information.


Look at photos or pictures of immigrants.  In your group, start with a frozen tableau of the photo and slowly bring the characters to life in a short skit.


Look at pictures of farming implements, tools and kitchen utensils.  What were each used for?


      8.   Write a newspaper for the immigrants.  





Did You Catch It?





Mike Ford is a Juno-nominated artist whose concerts and recordings are garnering critical and popular acclaim coast-to-coast. Known to many as 1/4 of the eccentrically successful folk-pop-vaudeville band Moxy Früvous (with whom Mike has entertained countless festivals, theatres, clubs across North America and Europe and recorded 7 acclained albums), Mike has embarked on a whole new career phase with his rollicking Canada In Song project. His two solo albums, stars shone on Toronto (featuring musical homages to Jane Jacobs, The Oak Ridges Moraine & Tooker Gomberg among others) and the MapleMusic Recording Canada Needs You, volume one ( a Juno-nominated romp through Canadian History) are filled with provocative original compositions delivered in a multitude of styles. Mike's interactive concerts for Intermediate and Senior Canadian Studies, Music and French students are all the rage in schools across the country (in these shows he's currently debuting new Canadian History originals for volume two of Canada Needs You).  


Source: www.mikeford.ca





Artist Information!




















